
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Another new year 2013 is now upon us. On our radio 

calendar, we have contests and hamfests to look forward 

to, including the “big daddy” of all in southwestern Ohio 

the third weekend in May (which your editor is eagerly 

looking forward to!). We will be having code classes 

starting next month (details elsewhere in this newsletter!). In 

addition, we cannot forget Field Day in June, which is the 

perfect marriage of playing radio and imbibing picnic food 

(Yogi Bear, where are you? Hi!). Lastly, I would be remiss if I 

forget our annual Corn Roast in August. All in all, we have a 

busy calendar of activities for 2013! 

Once again, I am always looking for articles for the 

newsletter – remember, this is YOUR newsletter! Suggestions 

and comments are always welcomed. I want to thank 

Colin, K0LIN, for his article which appears elsewhere in this 

newsletter. I trust that you folks will enjoy it. Speaking of 

which, I will be writing an article for both QST and CQ 

magazines regarding the install of my mobile HF station. I 

will put said article in this newsletter as well for all to enjoy. 

I will be doing my estate presentation for the North Hills 

club in April – more details to follow at a later date. 

Until next month, 73 and good DX to all! 

 

Ye Olde Editor  
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Meeting started at 8 PM by President N3SBF with a Pledge of Allegiance, moment of silence for our 

silent keys, roll call of 22 members present, minutes approved as sent out in email reflector and to be 

published in the newsletter. Treasurers Report given by KA3YNOs. Approved by all on a motion by 

NU3Q. 

 Committees 

Clubhouse: No activity since Dec. meeting due to wx. Pop machine coin receiver is not working. 

Technical: Club bought a FT-7900 VHF radio for the public service station. WA3BKD will hold it until a 

location is appropriated. He also supplied a 2M-440 dual band antenna for attic installation. The HF 

radio for public service has yet to be decided. WA3VXJ said the ARRL January VHF contest is this 

weekend (19 to 21) and the Breeze Shooters PSK 31 contest will be Sat. evening. The WASH club's 2M 

FM Simplex contest was held last weekend. 

Membership: KA3VHT had 3 prospective member applications but none were present. 

Newsletter: NU3Q will have the minutes in the next issue.  

Public Service: KA3MSE ran the net last week. WA3PYU needs volunteers for March 17 St. Patrick's Day 

event. 

Ways & Means: WA3FWA will hold the 50/50 raffle and collect any outgoing QSL cards. Our DX 

members sent us a Christmas card and a box of German pastries. 

Website: K5BPC will place the order for the new PC's and our Treasurer will send a check to the 

supplier when they receive that order. 

Volunteer Exams: AD3Q will administer exams on Apr. 2, July 2 and Oct. 1. These dates will be posted 

on our web site. 

Library: Email N3EQP with the book titles that you would like to see in our library. 

New Business: There was a discussion about changing the starting time of the meeting but it was 

decided to remain at the original 8 PM time. 

Good of the Order: KB3VHT would like to have a renewal application put in the newsletter. NU3Q will 

accommodate this in the next issue. See KA3YNO for newsletters from the repeater councils. Our 

bank, Fidelity Bank, has changed its name to West Bank. We will perform an internal audit. The 

exterminator will be here in Feb. Report any critter sightings to N3UUH. Any assessment info on our 

property will be forwarded to our lawyer. 

Motion to Adjourn: by KB3GMN 

50/50 raffle: won by N3UUZ 

Minutes submitted by WA3FWA, club secretary. 

Editor’s Note: Photo courtesy of N3EQP iPhone. Next meeting is February 19th at 8 PM. 

Minutes of the January Business Meeting 
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SDR on a Budget – by Kolin, K0LIN 

I recently heard a rumor from the UK that there is a device called a “Fun-Cube Dongle” I 

also heard that it is in very short supply as it is handmade by one guy at home (in the UK) 

and there is little chance of getting one, especially as it is priced at £100 (give or take!). 

 

So time for plan “B”...there are dongles that are made so you can watch TV on your 

computer. This, coupled with some specific software, will allow you to use it as a software 

defined radio (SDR). 

You will need : 

 

1)  Zadig from http://code.google.com/p/libusb-winusb-

wip/downloads/detail?name=zadig.exe&can=2&q= 
2) sdr-sharp from http://sdrsharp.com/ 

 

To install your dongle: 
 

download zadig.exe (see #1 above) 

 

 
 

From the menu, choose “list all devices” and pick the dongle, then choose the “WinUsb”, 

then “install driver”. Close the program. 

http://code.google.com/p/libusb-winusb-wip/downloads/detail?name=zadig.exe&can=2&q=
http://code.google.com/p/libusb-winusb-wip/downloads/detail?name=zadig.exe&can=2&q=
http://sdrsharp.com/
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Assuming that you installed the sdrsharp (see #2 above), run the program and pick the 

rtl-sdr as the radio and then press the play button on the left. 

 

 
 

At this point, your sdr-dongle should be working properly. If not, this site should help 

greatly. Keep in mind that you need to order the right type of dongle (RTL2832u with the 

E4000 tuner). 

 
http://sdr.osmocom.org/trac/wiki/rtl-sdr 
 
http://sdr.osmocom.org/trac/ 

 

Editor’s Note: Thank you for your article Kolin! This is really cool! I did not know that this was 

possible. I have seen the SDR radios at Dayton and they are quite pricey – that is why I don’t own 

one, hi! Your solution is definitely cost effective! 

http://sdr.osmocom.org/trac/wiki/rtl-sdr
http://sdr.osmocom.org/trac/
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SPCL-AUXCOMM – Auxiliary Communications Workshop 

COMMUNICATIONS TRAINING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT 

  

The Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), through the Auxiliary  

Communications Services (ACS) program will be hosting the following  

communications training opportunity. 

  

Please read the prerequisites for requesting to attend the courses!!! 

  

This course being provided by the Department of Homeland Security/Office of  

Emergency Communications Technical Assistance (TA) Program. 

  

SPCL-AUXCOMM – Auxiliary Communications Workshop 

Course Date:  February 23 and 24, 2013 

Location: PEMA Headquarters, Harrisburg, PA 

Lodging: Lodging will be provided for the nights of February 22nd and 23rd for attendees who live 

greater than 50 miles from the training site. 

Meals: Working lunches will be provided on each day of training, all other meals will be the 

responsibility of the attendee. 

Prerequisites: All attendees must provide proof they have successfully completed the following: 

·        ICS -100 Introduction to ICS 

·        ICS-200 Basic ICS 

·        ICS-700 Introduction to the National Incident Management System (NIMS) 

·        ICS-800 Introduction to the National Response Framework (NRF) 

·        All attendees must also have an Amateur Radio General Class licenses (or higher) 

Max. Number of Attendees: 30 

Deadline for registration: February 15, 2013 
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Course Description: This workshop is designed for the amateur radio/auxiliary communications 

community or group who provides emergency communications backup support for planned or 

unplanned events at a State/Territory, Tribal, regional, or local level.  This workshop is designed for 

amateur radio operators/organizations and coordination/support personnel with an amateur radio 

background.   

This full 20 hour workshop focuses on educating attendees about auxiliary communications 

interoperability, emergency operations center etiquette, on-the-air etiquette, FCC rules and 

regulations, auxiliary communications training and planning, certification and accreditation and 

emergency communications deployment.  It is intended to supplement and standardize an operator's 

basic knowledge of emergency amateur radio communications in a public safety context.  

Send registration info (Name, address, phone, email, agency/organization affiliation, pre-requisite 

documents) to Chris Snyder at the address below. 

  

Christopher E. Snyder|Emergency Management Specialist| 

|Commonwealth ACS Coordinator| 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency 

2605 Interstate Drive | Harrisburg | PA 17110 

Phone: 717.346.3103 | Fax: 717.651.2240 

Email: chrsnyder@pa.gov 
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Western PA ARES to begin HF digital training net 

Western Pennsylvania ARES will begin an HF digital training net starting Sunday Feb 10.  This new net 

will alternate with our existing VHF/UHF net with the following schedule: 

   - 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at 8PM: 147.195 (PL 131.8) and 443.45 (PL 100) repeaters in New 

Castle and Pittsburgh and the W3YJ-R Echolink node. 

   - 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month at 8PM:  3.583 MHz with a waterfall center frequency of 1500 Hz.  

Initial mode will be 8/500 Olivia.  We may switch to MT63-500 or MT63-1000 for bulletins depending 

upon conditions and length of bulletins.  Once we're comfortable with operating an HF net and 

master the basics we will start experimenting with the new high-speed modes and Flamp. 

   - 5th Sunday of the month (our Blue Moon scenario): haven't decided yet. 

   I will be monitoring the 147.195/443.45 repeaters and the W3YJ-R Echolink node during the HF net, so 

if you have problems or need assistance you can give me a call.  I will publish the HF net procedures 

sometime before the first net, but it will not be very different from any other HF net.  I see no reason to 

reinvent the wheel. 

   We want our focus to be on Western Pennsylvania and we don't want to be overwhelmed, so we 

will not be accepting check-ins from out-of-state on our HF net.  We will accept check-ins from Eastern 

PA, but we won't go out of our way to encourage EPA participation. 

   If you check into the HF net, please prepare in advance a message to transmit during the net.  We 

want this to be a net where we all practice sending traffic not just learn how to check in.  I find "check 

in" nets where the primary activity consists of checking in to be boring and not very useful as a training 

exercise. 

   Please join the wpaares-digital Yahoo group if you're interested in these nets.  Also feel free to email 

me with any questions. 

73, 

Harry Bloomberg W3YJ 

Assistant SEC, Western PA ARES 

hbloomb@gmail.com 

Code Classes at SCARC 

Start: March 7, 2013, 

Thursday at 19:30 (7:30pm for you civilians.) 

Length: 10 weeks 

Location: Steel City ARC club house, W3KWH, in Collier Township. 

Classes: predominately on Thursday evening with a few weekend sessions. 

Contact: Art Mueller, WA3BKD, 724-356-7381 

Free, no charge, no obligation. 

Fight communism, learn the code!!! 

 

Spread the word! 
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SCARC DUES RENEWAL FORM FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2013 

 

 

NAME: _________________________________________    CALL:  ____________________ 
 

 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________ 
 

CITY:  _________________________________ STATE: ______________  ZIP: _____________ 
 

 

PHONE # DAY: ____________________________  EVENING:  ________________________ 
 

 

D. O. B.  _________________  LICENSE CLASS:  _______________ EXPIRES: ___________ 
 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________  2
nd

. E-MAIL:  __________________________ 
                  for sending S.C.A.R.C. Info. ONLY                                                                                                                     
 

A MONTHLY NEWSLETTER WILL BE SENT TO THE E-MAIL ADDRESS ABOVE. 

      Any CLUB information deemed important will be sent by e-mail or by phone. 
 

Please indicate if you are a member of ARRL:    yes _______     NO _________ 
ARRL information is requested to keep our ARRL affiliation Current. 
 
Per SCARC Constitution article VII, sec & by-laws, annual dues must be paid by the business meeting in April. 
                                               

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES RATES: 

 

Regular Member:                        $50.00                                                                             
 

2013 Early payment discount  

of 10% will apply to dues paid  

in full by the February meeting.   $45.00                                                 

DX Member:                                 $15.00 

Family member  

(same household/address)             $15.00                                 
 

Make your check payable to:  STEEL CITY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB.  Please note your call sign on 
your check.  Your check is your receipt.  Payment can be mailed to;  S.C.A.R.C.    P.O. Box 281         
Carnegie, PA 15106  or the treasurer;  Walt Adkins  -  KA3YNO, 476 First Street, Heidelberg, PA  15106 
 

Payments will be accepted on Wed. social evenings & the Tue. business meetings.  Your early renewal 

assures your continued access to the clubhouse and better planning for activities.   
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Now in our EIGHTEENTH big year!  

 

 

WASHfest 2013 
The South Hills Hamfest  

Sponsored by the Wireless Association of South Hills Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  
Sunday, February 24th , 2013 

8:00 AM until 3:00 PM Rain or Shine (or even Snow!)  

Castle Shannon VFD Memorial Hall  

3600 Library Road (SR 88), 

Castle Shannon, PA   

 

Talk-In on 146.955(-) and 443.650(+) 131.8 PL  

Admission Only 5.00  
 

DXCC Card Checking Available! 

 
Thanks to WPa Card Checker Art Lund NQ3A 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=3600+Library+Road+Castle+Shannon,+PA&sll=40.282472,-80.081749&sspn=0.030381,0.079823&ie=UTF8&z=16&ll=40.365872,-80.017569&spn=0.007586,0.019956&om=1
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MAIN PRIZES - You've Got to play to WIN!  

1st Prize: Yaesu FT-897DD  

2nd Prize: Kenwood TM-V71A 

3rd Prize: LDG AT-200 Pro Tuner  

4th Prize: Clear Speech Speaker  

Additional Hourly Door Prizes! Special Black Box Prize [Separate Drawing]  

Main Prize tickets are $2.00 each, or 3 for $5.00. 7 for $10 & 15 for $20  

All Prizes Subject to last-minute changes  
For reservations, or information, Contact:  

Carol Danko KB3GMN at (412) 884-1466 n3sbf@comcast.net 

FREE Coffee for the entire Hamfest courtesy of: 

HAM RADIO INSURANCE ASSOCIATES of Canonsburg , PA  

(800) 545-8881 

Breakfast & Lunch provided by Jack's Catering of Peters Township 
 

 

 

mailto:n3sbf@comcast.net
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Kilowatt Harmonics © 2013 – The Steel City Amateur Radio Club, an ARRL affiliated club. 

Membership is open to all licensed amateurs and interested persons in the Pittsburgh and 

metropolitan area.  

The Steel City Amateur Radio Club is a not-for-profit organization as defined under IRS Rules and 

Regulations Section 501 (c)(3).  

Editor: Bob Mente, NU3Q – (412) 279-9016 – nu3q@nu3q.us. All newsletter contributions welcome. 

Kilowatt Harmonics is published monthly for the members of the Steel City Amateur Radio Club. 

Reprints/quotes permitted provided credit is given to the original author and the Steel City 

Amateur Radio Club. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the club, its members 

and officers. 

The Steel City Amateur Radio Club (412) 787-0777 

2M Repeater: 147.030/147.630MHz (123.0 hertz PL tone) 

70cm Repeater: 444.450/449.450MHz (103.5 hertz PL tone) 

 

Club Officers 

President, Richie Danko, N3SBF 

Vice-President: Carol Danko, KB3GMN 

Treasurer: Walt Atkins, KA3YNO 

Recording Secretary: Joe Mielnicki, WA3FWA 

Corresponding Secretary: Bob Mente, NU3Q 

License Trustee: Karl Pastorak, WA3XVJ 

mailto:nu3q@nu3q.us

